Commission on African Affairs
Monthly Board Meeting Minutes

Subject Monthly Board Meeting April 12, 2011

Chair Asmara Sium
Office of Partnerships and Grants — 300 E St Hammere Gebreyes and

NW, Washington, DC 20001 Asmara Sium

Ngozi Nzemi, Asmara Sium, George Banks, Nana Seshibe and guest, Lafayette Barnes, Hammere
Gebreyes, Kenyatta Albeny,

6—-8pm

Location

Attendees

Key Points Discussed

No. Topic Highlights
1. Community Engagement and OAA Budget | Budget hearing is scheduled for 4/18/11 at 10AM. Community
Hearing members expressed interest in presenting before the council on

the OAA Budget. Asmara Sium will supply community members
with the date and time of hearing.

2. African Mixer 110 people signed in at the event and about 120 attended.
International trade and business was discussed. Lafayette, John,
Louisa and Nokwenza attended. Togo Ambassador, CM Barry, CM
K. Brown also attended

3. Commissioners Ron Collins of the OBC is currently interviewing prospective
Commissioners. Some existing Commissioners may be re-appointed
while others will be leaving. Martha Benyam and Chinwe Binitie are
no longer Commissioners.

4, Africa Fes / Africa Day Planning Planning committee met 4/2/11 and is moving forward with
planning process. Asmara Sium is also part of the planning
committee

5. Committee Breakouts Not enough attendees present to have a productive breakout
session.

Advocacy Discussion As per our meeting with Ron Collins of OBC and Steve Glaude of

OCA, assisting our constituents with basic needs is a baseline
requirement. Commissioners and community members are
encouraged to explore the variety of ways to advocate on behalf of
our constituents. This can include presenting before council on
matters relevant to our constituents, helping the OAA meet the
needs of our constituents and hosting talks with District agency
heads or community leaders during our meetings in order to inform
one another of the needs and concerns of African immigrants.

Kenyatta suggested that Language Access Coordinators are a group
that the Board should communicate with more regularly. They are
closer to some of the day to day struggles that our constituents are
experiencing as it relates to access to government services.

Asmara — suggest that the commission produce, research and
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statements on issues that affect our community (education/health,
etc)

Kenyatta — Demographics — there is a need to have a better way of
tracking Africans (including those born in the US but with Africa-
born parents) is something that will be necessary to get a more
realistic count of our constituency. Suggestion was made to talk to
Audrey Singer / Jill Wilson — Migration Policy Institute / Population
Reference Bureau, Brookings Institute). In the last census, the total
number of Africans was underrepresented.

Long term goal is to be part of the roundtable discussions to help
shape future census

Asmara — likes the idea of having each committee leader to bring in
experts to inform the commission on pertinent issues as it relates
to our community

Nana / George — language proficiency needs for Africans in DC
should be reviewed. Questions about programs that need to be
developed to address the needs of our constituency. Existing CBO’s
do not have the resources

New Business / Announcements

Grant writing training opportunities - 10 session training starting in
May (Tuesdays 6-8pm)

May 15 — Ino Okoawo (Amenowa Foundation) having a fundraiser
and wants to come to our next meeting to tell Board more about it.
Question was raised as to whether or not we can help publicize.
The OAA Listserv may have some limitations on what can/cannot
be posted

Can we solicit food donations for our Board Meetings?

Votes Taken

Hammere Gebreyes voted to be Secretary
Nana Seshibe voted as alternate

Minutes to be taken as a combination of Action and Discussion
style minutes

Follow Up Items

No. Action Item(s) Owner Target Date
1. L Barnes to advise what information is / is not allowed on OAA
listserv
2. Catering / food donations to Board Meetings
3. Budget Hearing advocacy
4.
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